[Teratogenicity of anticonvulsant drugs (author's transl)].
Investigations were done on 111 children of epileptic mothers who used anticonvulsants in 93 pregnancies and none in 18 pregnancies. Hydantoinbarbiturate embryopathy was found in 7.1% after hydantoin monotherapy, in 17.6% after combination of hydantoin and barbiturates or primidone. No embryopathy was seen in children of untreated epileptic mothers. Children of untreated and treated epileptic mothers had an approximately equal frequency of marked single malformations and cerebral damage without dysmorphia. However, malformation and cerebral damage without dysmorphia was found significantly more frequently in children of mothers on anticonvulsant drugs with convulsions during pregnancy as compared to children of mothers without convulsions. Single manifestations and cerebral damage without dysmorphia are probably not caused by anticonvulsants but by convulsions during pregnancy.